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The Braybrooke Gossip

Sponsorship of the Gossip
is open to all local residents and businesses.
This issue is sponsored on behalf of

Snowfinders

Visit our website at
www.braybrooke.weebly.com

Village Groups
WI meets at 7.30 on 2nd Monday of every
month in the village hall. 9 April.
Brookside Residential Home Coffee
Morning on last Thursday every month
from 10am. Lots of chat and a raffle.
Everyone welcome. 26 April.

Chalets, apartments,
advice, find it all at
Snowfinders

Beer

would like to thank everybody who attended the sell out St Patricks night at the village
hall. The Riff Raff Element were brilliant again and many braved the dance floor – after
a few snifters !! Thanks again to all and hope to see you at our future events.

Yoga in the village hall every Wednesday,
2.00-3.30pm then at 7.30-8.30pm. Anyone
can participate in these classes. Good for all
levels, fun and relaxing. Contact Debbie at
01858 463665 or 07940 751254.
Knitting Group meets alternate Tuesdays in
the village hall from 2.00 pm. 10 April
Morris Dancers meet at 7.45 every
Thursday in the village hall.

Braybrooke singers meet in the village hall
alternate Fridays at 7.30pm. Contact
Stephanie.canning@btinternet.com
Next meeting: 13 April.

ANYONE FOR
TABLE TENNIS?

NEXT SESSIONS
MON 9th and 10th APRIL
10.30 - 11.30 am
THE VILLAGE HALL
ALL AGES AND ABILITIES WELCOME
REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED.

Table Tennis returns to our Village Hall

All Saints Church
Services
15 April 10am – Morning Worship
29 April 10am – Holy Communion
– United Benefice Service followed
by faith lunch in the Village Hall
6 May 10am – Holy Communion
20 May 10am - Morning Worship

200 Club
January 2018
L Goodwin
L Martin
W Wadsworth
M Schofield
G Hague
February 2018
L Whittington
H Missiun
S Coles
J Berry
M Schofield

Notes from the Parish Council
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Village Hall Lunch 3 March
Sadly this event had to be cancelled due to snow and treacherous
road conditions. Apologies to our loyal supporters who were no
doubt disappointed but also relieved that they did not have to
venture out.
Beryl Threadgold
The family of the late Beryl Threadgold (nee Wilkins) would like to
thank everyone who kindly donated money in her memory. A total
of £391.72 was raised towards the upkeep of Braybrooke
churchyard.
The Parochial Church Council would like to thank Beryl’s family for
their generosity at a time of great sadness.

Braybrooke Baptist Church
A PALM SUNDAY SERVICE
was held at the Chapel and led by the Reverend David Gamston.
Refreshments were served at the end, and as at all these Special
Services, were kindly donated by N. Owen of Castle Street Baptist
Church, London. We are very grateful to her.
Spring flowers beautifully decorated the chapel on this sunny day.
Katherine and Andy’s delightful country wedding was held on a very
sunny Friday afternoon 16th March.

WHERE ARE YOU WHEN WE NEED YOU?
The Annual Parish Meeting on 18 March was fairly well attended
and well received. Proof, if it were needed, of a vibrant
community.
BUT: we have been asking for volunteers to address some
challenges – to reinforce the Parish Council, to create an
Emergency Plan, and to write a Neighbourhood Plan. We have
received just one general expression of interest.
At the Parish Council meeting on 20 March we had to conclude
that we will be unable to proceed with either an Emergency Plan
or a Neighbourhood Plan. Will we even be able to continue with
a Parish Council?
So where are you? And where are all the new people who have
come to live in the village?
WHY DO WE NEED YOU?
A second vacancy is coming up on the Parish Council. There is
a real risk of your Council being unable to function.
Northamptonshire is likely to see a major local government
reorganisation in the next couple of years. This is a time when
we need a strong Parish Council. Or we could just give up and let
Braybrooke fall to the bottom of the priorities for the new
County government.
Lack of an Emergency Plan will mean that in an emergency –
such as extreme weather - it could be everyone for themselves.
No coordinated links to emergency services or to sources of help
for the vulnerable. We judge it would take 3-4 people no more
than a couple of meetings to sort out a plan and identify the
preparations we should make.
Lack of a Neighbourhood Plan could mean, in future years and
in the context of a growing nationwide drive for housing, little or
no say in major building developments wherever a developer can
lay hands on land. That has been the experience of other villages.
If we wait until it happens, it will be too late. But no question
about it - writing a Neighbourhood Plan that has legal effect takes
time and effort.
One issue that has cropped up from several different people is the
need for a defibrilator in the village. The Parish Council is
pursuing that, and keeping in touch with those who raised the
issue.
Go to the Parish Council website – www.braybrooke-pc.uk –
to see what your Parish Council is doing and to subscribe to
information emails (which are used sparingly). Better still –
offer yourself for co-option as a councillor.
Or just contact the PC Chairman to discuss any of this:
George Normand, at chairman@braybrooke-pc.uk or
telephone 433892.
Join the Village Facebook page @Braybrookevillge

The sun and daffodil filled Chapel was packed with happy family and
friends to celebrate their marriage. The kindliness of the Reverend
David Gamston who led the service will remain in our memories for
some time to come.
It was fitting that Katherine returned to Braybrooke ( John and
Linda Clark’s niece) and Andy (the chapel’s late Pastor Norman
Foster’s great nephew) chose to marry in the village Baptist Church.
Celebrations continued into the evening at The George. We wish
Katherine, Andy and their children a long and happy life together.

The Gossip is printed every 2 months. If you have anything
you would like to be included in the next edition, please email
us at Braybrookegossip@mail.com If you have a written
contribution, it can be delivered to 9 Green Lane. All previous
Gossips can be downloaded from our website.
Next deadline is May 25

Braybrooke 100 years ago
The village had again dutifully raise money for comforts for the
troops at Christmas and to date there had not been any fatalities
from the war but as 1918 began it was probably the privations at
home that was on most people’s minds. Enemy submarine action
had played havoc with the merchant shipping which brought in a
sizable part of Britain’s food supplies and shortages had started to
be noticed.
In January 1918 there was a meat shortage in the Harborough
District and in March Dr Scott addressed the Oxenden Rural
District Council about the local shortage of milk. He had been
told that in Braybrooke nursing and expectant mothers had only
been able to get half a pint of milk once or twice a week but he
did not know if the same problem applied to other villages. In
March meat rationing had come into force nationally and on
8th May a related incident occurred in the village which ended up
in court. Henry Kilborn, a Desborough Butcher, sold meat to
Priscilla Goodman, Mrs Loake, Ada Vickers, Elizabeth Simpkin and
Caroline Page without coupons. Mr Smith, the Food Committee’s
inspector told the court that he had made enquiries in the village
following an anonymous letter. Mrs Simpkin when giving
evidence said that they were being rationed very sparingly. Mr
Kilborn told her that the meat wanted using up and she could
have some without coupons. She bought one shilling and four
pence worth (7p) and cooked it at once as it would have gone
wrong if left. The butcher said that he was in a cleft stick because
if he allowed the meat to go bad he was liable under the Waste of
Food Order whereas if he sold it without coupons he was liable
under the Rationing Order. Mr Kilborn was fined £2 and ordered
to pay costs at Little Bowden Police Court on 12 July 1918.
The situation worsened as the war came to an end. By
September 1918 there was a coal shortage and miners were
being released from the army and navy to increase production
but by the end of November the Midland Mail was still reporting
coal shortages in the Harborough District. Coal was the main
heating and cooking source before the village had electricity so
this was a serious problem with winter approaching. Although
the end of hostilities was greatly welcomed it did not bring an
immediate end to depredations and at the same time an
influenza pandemic was sweeping across Europe.

Braybrooke Village Hall Committee
Some of you will know that due to work commitments Polly
Garfield-Thomas is stepping down as secretary and bookings
coordinator at the end of May. We all wish Polly well in her new
challenging venture and thank her for her outstanding dedication
to the village hall.

Braybrooke Cricket Club
The Club awaits the 2018 season with baited breath. Hopefully the
weather will warm up for the match on Sunday April 22nd, against the
Bowdens at Great Bowden. Twenty-four fixtures have been arranged,
including a tour to Cromer late May Spring Bank Holiday.
At the Club’s AGM, late January, the only change in office was the
Captain. Richard King stepped down, after three successful years. Many
thanks to Richard, and his shoes have been filled by Jake Underwood.
Jake is the grandson of our President and owner of our field and by far
our best batsman in the team. He will lead from the front and we wish
Jake all the best in his new role. Jake is a very personable young man
and will be a positive attribute in guiding the team to continued
success.
The five winter nets at Welland Park have been very well attended,
ensuring that we hit the ground running come the season start,
mentioned above. Several lads from the village have expressed an
interest in playing, which is very heartening. The fielding of eleven
players on match days should not be an issue. We may well have to
form a selection committee, we live in hope!
Here’s to a glorious hot summer.
Glyn Panter, Secretary Braybrooke CC – 07914650373

Braybrooke Neighbourhood Watch
The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme aims to build a stronger, safer and
better community thus reducing the risk of crime in the
neighbourhood.
All villagers in Braybrooke are welcome as members of our NHW
Scheme. To be a full member and receive current news about crime &
safety please contact our Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator:
Sue Fellowes on sue.fellowes@tiscali.co.uk or 01858 410983.

Helplines from Neighbourhood Watch:
·
·
·
·

Emergencies
Non emergencies
Crimestoppers
Report crime online

999
101
0800 555 111
www.northants.police.uk and use
the Forms Online link
·
Action Fraud
0300 123 20 40
·
The Consumer Helpline
03454 04 05 06
·
NHW Hotline
01604 888964
Highway flooding
0300 1261000 (between 8am to 6pm)
07000 782112 (out of hours)
Rivers overflowing
0345 9881188
Sewers: Anglian Water
03457 145145 (use option 1)
Immobilise Property Register
www.immobolise.com

We are pleased to announce that Fiona Kinnear has agreed to
take on the role as secretary and bookings coordinator and will
be working alongside Polly in this transition period. Fiona’s
contact details are kinnearbraybrooke@gmail.com , mobile
07975 902701.
Ruth Tiney, 75, passed away on 1st March in Cransley Hospice,
Kettering, after a lengthy battle with cancer. Ruth, of 24 School
Lane, was a prominent figure in the village for over 40 years,
having moved here with her family in 1975.
Ruth, a keen gardener and horse-woman, served on the Parish
Council for several years, was involved in many village projects
during that time. She leaves behind husband, Geoff; two sons,
Guy and Gyles, and six grandchildren.

A delivery man on the Green, 100 years ago.

Braybrooke Fete 2018

14 July 2.00 to 4.30 Ann and Clive Underwood’s Garden

`1\year’s fete are well underway and it promises to be a fun
The plans for this
packed afternoon. We've devised several new games and competitions
including a biscuit decorating competition and a village “Tallest Sunflower”
competition.
`
It is time to start thinking about anything you may be able to contribute to
the fete. The following are the main items needed: Plants that you may be splitting this spring;
Any raffle prize that you could donate take to Linda at 31 Griffin Road ;
Tombola prizes to Jenny and Russ at 8 Newland Street;
Small toys that will fit in a jam jar for the children’s lucky dip to Astrid at 15
Latymer Close;
Bric a Brac and books.
There will be more information on the details nearer the time.
Anyone wishing to get involved in the fete planning, to have a stall or run a
game, is warmly invited to attend the next meeting on 22 May in The
Village hall at 7.30. Alternatively contact Steph on 433195 or
stephanie.canning@btinternet.com.
Information on the pre fete Duck race and quiz will be in the next edition of
the Gossip.

Residents rate Brookside Care Home as
one of Top 20 care homes in the East
Midlands

Brookside has been chosen by residents and their families
as one of the Top 20 care homes in the region in March
2018. There are 1562 homes in the East Midlands with the
top 20 receiving an award from the leading reviews guide
to care homes.
Brookside Care Home, said:
''From day one when we opened our doors in
1995 we wanted to create a family run care
home and make a difference to the lives of the residents in
our care.
“We have remained small enough to feel cosy and homely,
but large enough to offer the high standard of care our
residents deserve.
“We chose our staff carefully and wanted to ensure they
added a warmth and a sense of humour to the home so
our residents smile and laugh almost every day.
“This recognition means the world to us all at Brookside
and we couldn't have done this without our fantastic staff
commitment and enthusiasm for their work'

As well as the usual monthly meetings there’s lots planned for WI members this year including a social
trip to Gallone’s Ice cream Parlour to learn about their history and maybe taste their wares, visits to other
WI’s in the area to join in their centenary celebrations and a day at The Paint Pottle with an opportunity
to be creative decorating pre-fired pottery. On a practical level, off cuts off cotton material found in our
cupboards are to be used to make dresses for the charity, Little Dresses for Africa.
In Feb Grainne Purkiss took us on a truly
fascinating tour of some famous art works
depicting various aspects of Love and Romance.
Observing the symbolism found in many of these
paintings and putting them in the context of time and place brought them to life and
will we’re sure, spark further interest.
The March games evening was hilarious as we all battled to win ‘The Beetle.’
Alison and Deidre the worthy winners, were presented with
the Beetle trophy. A great social event.
In April Wendy Smith will explain to us the Art of Oriental
Knotting and teach us some gift wrapping techniques using a
scarf. While in May we have a talk from Philip Johnson – ‘80
years at Rectory farm’. The Johnson family have been proud
Leicestershire farmers for generations and as a family have an appreciation of the land and the wildlife they share it
with. The Eyebrook reservoir, at the heart of the farm, is a Site of Special interest and a renowned bird watching
reserve. We anticipate a very interesting and informative evening.
Do come and join us on the second Monday of the month in the village hall, new members are sure of a warm
welcome. If you would like to know more, please visit the Braybrooke website or contact us on: -

braybrookewi@gmail.com

Helen Salisbury our president.

Braybrooke Morris Dancers
Spring is here and Braybrooke Morris will soon be dancing out again.
You can see us at the following locations during the next two months
on Thursday nights at 7.30 unless otherwise stated:
21st April Sibbertoft Reading Room, Saturday at 4.00pm
1st May The Swan, Braybrooke with Cobbled Together, Tuesday
night
10th May Cherry Tree, Little Bowden
17th May Dog and Gun, Walton
24th May Bridge 61, Foxton Locks
31st May Bulls head, Clipston
We are still short of dancers so anybody interested in joining us
would be most welcome.

♫♬

UP TEMPO CREAM TEA
VILLAGE HALL
SUNDAY 13 MAY
3.00 TO 5.00PM

♫♬

Braybrooke Singers invite you to their “Up Tempo Cream Tea”.
Come along and be entertained by the Braybrooke Singers and
some guest performers, whilst enjoying a delicious cream tea.
There is no admission charge but the “Singers” will be grateful
for a donation towards their expenses.
Any additional monies received will be donated the Church.

♪♪♪♪♪♪♪

